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This is the second volume in the First of the Year Series. Contributors like Armond White, Philip Levine,
Donna Gaines, Lawrence Goodwyn, Irving Louis Horowitz, Charles O'Brien, Fredric Smoler, Paul Berman,
and Amiri Baraka are back (and blazing). And there are important new voices in the First mix, such as
Vincent Harding, Roxane Johnson, and Bob Levin. If there is a leitmotif to this edition, it is the election and
inauguration of Barack Obama as the first African-American president. First aims to be up to the minute of
this moment.

As Benj DeMott notes "a glance at this volume confirms the margin is still the center for us." And that
margin stretches from Harlem to the world. There are tales of edgy sojourns in Afghanistan, Thailand, and
South Africa. The volume also has a Question & Answer with Ousmane Sembï¿½ne, who taught Africans to
resist "elements of received culture-those fixed rules and values which nobody but those on the margins dare
to question." A second interview with Adam Hochschild celebrates the Englishman who invented abolition,
and an African-American original who coined the phrase "crimes against humanity."

The volume includes a protest against the Israeli war machine by Uri Avnery who has long been a creative
outsider in his own society. It makes the case that American ideologues (on both extremes) keep getting the
Middle East wrong because they cannot grasp the complexities of any country, including their own. First of
the Year's minority angles of vision will help readers see with new eyes. It will help their hearing too. The
volume has plenty of music writing marked by loving attention to details of pop performances. In short, this
collection reflects its editor; direct, unafraid, urban, and entirely contemporary.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

The book First of the Year: 2009: Volume II gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book First of
the Year: 2009: Volume II for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
available and read a reserve First of the Year: 2009: Volume II. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

David Gaytan:

Here thing why that First of the Year: 2009: Volume II are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. First of the Year: 2009: Volume II giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with First of the Year: 2009: Volume II.
It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of First of the Year: 2009: Volume II in e-book can be your alternative.

Irene Forrest:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this First of the Year: 2009: Volume II guide
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism First of the Year: 2009: Volume II as good book not
merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book
by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking
at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Katherine Shadrick:

This First of the Year: 2009: Volume II is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this First of the Year: 2009: Volume II can be the light food for
you because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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