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Plato and the Creation of the Hebrew Bible for the first time compares the ancient law collections of the
Ancient Near East, the Greeks and the Pentateuch to determine the legal antecedents for the biblical laws.
Following on from his 2006 work, Berossus and Genesis, Manetho and Exodus, Gmirkin takes up his theory
that the Pentateuch was written around 270 BCE using Greek sources found at the Great Library of
Alexandria, and applies this to an examination of the biblical law codes. A striking number of legal parallels
are found between the Pentateuch and Athenian laws, and specifically with those found in Plato's Laws of ca.
350 BCE. Constitutional features in biblical law, Athenian law, and Plato's Laws also contain close
correspondences. Several genres of biblical law, including the Decalogue, are shown to have striking
parallels with Greek legal collections, and the synthesis of narrative and legal content is shown to be
compatible with Greek literature.

All this evidence points to direct influence from Greek writings, especially Plato's Laws, on the biblical legal
tradition. Finally, it is argued that the creation of the Hebrew Bible took place according to the program
found in Plato's Laws for creating a legally authorized national ethical literature, reinforcing the importance
of this specific Greek text to the authors of the Torah and Hebrew Bible in the early Hellenistic Era. This
study offers a fascinating analysis of the background to the Pentateuch, and will be of interest not only to
biblical scholars, but also to students of Plato, ancient law, and Hellenistic literary traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Plato and the Creation of the Hebrew
Bible (Copenhagen International Seminar) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
ideal book with you?

Patricia Welling:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Plato and the Creation of the Hebrew Bible (Copenhagen
International Seminar) as your daily resource information.

Cindy Johnson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Plato and the
Creation of the Hebrew Bible (Copenhagen International Seminar), you can tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Judith Bryant:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Plato and the Creation of the Hebrew
Bible (Copenhagen International Seminar) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide Plato and the Creation of the Hebrew Bible
(Copenhagen International Seminar) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in



doing what must you're doing of that time.
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