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Conservative opponents of LGBT equality in the United States often couch their opposition in claims of free
speech, free association, and religious liberty. It is no surprise, then, that many LGBT supporters equate First
Amendment arguments with resistance to their cause. The First Amendment and LGBT Equality tells another
story, about the First Amendment’s crucial yet largely forgotten role in the first few decades of the gay rights
movement.

Between the 1950s and 1980s, when many courts were still openly hostile to sexual minorities, they
nonetheless recognized the freedom of gay and lesbian people to express themselves and associate with one
another. Successful First Amendment cases protected LGBT publications and organizations, protests and
parades, and individuals’ right to come out. The amendment was wielded by the other side only after it had
laid the groundwork for major LGBT equality victories.

Carlos A. Ball illuminates the full trajectory of this legal and cultural history. He argues that, in
accommodating those who dissent from LGBT equality on grounds of conscience, it is neither necessary nor
appropriate to depart from the established ways in which American antidiscrimination law has, for decades,
accommodated equality dissenters. But he also argues that as progressives fight the First Amendment claims
of religious conservatives and other LGBT opponents today, they should take care not to erode the very
safeguards of liberty that allowed LGBT rights to exist in the first place.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Lewis:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A Contentious
History.

Rachel Leadbetter:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The First Amendment
and LGBT Equality: A Contentious History is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Mike Hart:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A Contentious History it is very
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A Contentious History the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A
Contentious History giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving



you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following
is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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