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What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? In this book, Stephen Van Evera frames
five conditions that increase the risk of interstate war: false optimism about the likely outcome of a war, a
first-strike advantage, fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to parlay
one conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy.

According to Van Evera, all but one of these conditions?false optimism?rarely occur today, but policymakers
often erroneously believe in their existence. He argues that these misperceptions are responsible for many
modern wars, and explores both World Wars, the Korean War, and the 1967 Mideast War as test cases.
Finally, he assesses the possibility of nuclear war by applying all five hypotheses to its potential onset. Van
Evera's book demonstrates that ideas from the Realist paradigm can offer strong explanations for
international conflict and valuable prescriptions for its control.
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From reader reviews:

Freida Gilbert:

In other case, little persons like to read book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important any book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs). You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jaime Leflore:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the information
or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you examining a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Causes of War:
Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs), you are able to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Rose Slagle:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Causes of War:
Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) which is keeping the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Theresa Tompkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Causes of War: Power and the



Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs).
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