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A memoir-meets-exposé that examines our fraught relationship with the West and our attempts to
clean up a toxic environmental legacy
 
 
In 2002, Texas journalist Brad Tyer strapped a canoe on his truck and moved to Montana, a state that has
long exerted a mythic pull on America’s imagination as an unspoiled landscape. The son of an engineer who
reclaimed wastewater, Tyer was looking for a pristine river to call his own. What he found instead was a
century’s worth of industrial poison clotting the Clark Fork River, a decades-long engineering project to
clean it up, and a forgotten town named Opportunity.
 
At the turn of the nineteenth century, Montana exploited the richest copper deposits in the world, fueling the
electric growth of twentieth-century America and building some of the nation’s most outlandish fortunes.
The toxic by-product of those fortunes—what didn’t spill into the river—was dumped in Opportunity.
 
In the twenty-first century, Montana’s draw is no longer metal but landscape: the blue-ribbon trout streams
and unspoiled wilderness of the nation’s “last best place.” To match reality to the myth, affluent exurbanites
and well-meaning environmentalists are trying to restore the Clark Fork River to its “natural state.” In the
process, millions of tons of toxic soils are being removed and dumped—once again—in Opportunity. As
Tyer investigates Opportunity’s history, he wrestles with questions of environmental justice and the ethics of
burdening one community with an entire region’s waste.
 
Stalled at the intersection of a fading extractive economy and a fledgling restoration boom, Opportunity’s
story is a secret history of the American Dream and a key to understanding the country’s—and increasingly
the globe’s—demand for modern convenience.
 
As Tyer explores the degradations of the landscape, he also probes the parallel emotional geography of
familial estrangement. Part personal history and part reportorial narrative, Opportunity, Montana is a story of
progress and its price: of copper and water, of father and son, and of our attempts to redeem the mistakes of
the past.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Jenkins:

This book untitled Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the Burial of an American Landscape
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Carla Spiegel:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Opportunity,
Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the Burial of an American Landscape.

Stephen Galvan:

Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the Burial of an American Landscape can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the Burial of an American
Landscape nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Myrtle McDonald:

Beside this Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the Burial of an American Landscape in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad
Water, and the Burial of an American Landscape because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from
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