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The Second Edition, new Preface 2013.  Contradictory interpretations have been applied to history-making
events that led to the end of the Cold War: Václav Havel, using Kierkegaardian terms, called the demise of
totalitarianism in East-Central Europe an "existential revolution" (i.e. an awakening of human responsibility,
spirit, and reason), while others hailed it as a victory for the "New World Order." Regardless of one's point
of view, however, it is clear that the global landscape has been dramatically altered. Where once the
competition between capitalism and communism provided a basis for establishing political- and self-identity,
today the destructive forces of nationalist identity and religious and secular fundamentalism are filling the
void. Offering the most extensive examination of Habermas's and Kierkegaard's critiques of nationalist
identity available, Postnational Identity dramatically confronts the traditional view of existential philosophy
as antisocial and uncritical. This book shows how Kierkegaardian theory and practice of radically honest
communication allows us to rethink the existential in terms of Habermas's communicative action, and vice
versa. As the author explains, the foundations of his work in the critical theory and existential philosophy,
brought together in this book, engender two forms of suspicion of the present age. The critical theorist, such
as Jürgen Habermas, unmasks the forms in which social and cultural life become systema-tically distorted by
the imperatives of political power and economic gain. The existential critic, like Søren Kierkegaard and
Václav Havel, is suspicious of the various ways in which individuals deceive themselves or other people.
This study aims to integrate Kierkegaard's and Havel's existential critique of motives informing human
identity formation with Habermas's critique of the colonialization of fragmented, anomic modern life by
systems of power and money... The author's argument is that existential critique and social critique
complement each other and overcome their respective limitations. One of the first works to treat seriously the
existential thought of Havel, the book will hold enormous appeal for students and professionals involved in
existential philosophy, critical theory, philosophy, and, more generally, political science, literary theory,
communications, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in
Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and
Existential Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel content conveys prospect easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means
of it. So , do you still thinking Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in Habermas,
Kierkegaard, and Havel is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jamie Arellano:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and
Existential Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel as the daily resource information.

Linda Bryant:

Precisely why? Because this Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in Habermas,
Kierkegaard, and Havel is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea
but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such
as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Ann McLemore:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit



your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential
Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel can make you really feel more interested to read.
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