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In The Art of Memory in Exile, Hana Píchová explores the themes of memory and exile in selected novels of
Vladimir Nabokov and Milan Kundera. Both writers, Píchová argues, stress how personal and cultural
memory serves as a creative means of overcoming the artist’s and exile’s loss of homeland. In their virtuoso
displays of literary talent, Nabokov and Kundera showcase the strategies that allow their protagonists to
succeed as émigrés: a creative fusing of past and present through the prism of the imagination.

Píchová closely analyzes two novels by each author: the first written in exile (Nabokov's Mary and
Kundera's The Book of Laughter and Forgetting) and a later, pivotal novel in each writer's career (Nabokov's
The Gift and Kundera's The Unbearable Lightness of Being). In all four texts, these authors explore how the
kaleidoscope of personal and cultural memory confronts a fragmented and untenable present, contrasting the
lives of fictional émigrés who fail to bridge the gap between past and present with those émigrés whose rich
artistic vision allows them to transcend the trials of homelessness.

By juxtaposing these novels and their authors, Píchová provides a unique perspective on each writer's vast
appeal and success. She finds that in the work of Nabokov and Kundera, the most successful exiles express a
vision that transcends both national and temporal boundaries.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Morales:

Why? Because this The Art of Memory in Exile: Vladimir Nabokov & Milan Kundera is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Jose Murry:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Art of Memory in Exile: Vladimir Nabokov & Milan Kundera why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Graciela Johnson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Art of Memory in Exile: Vladimir Nabokov & Milan Kundera will give you new experience in reading a
book.

Beverly Sands:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Art of Memory in Exile:
Vladimir Nabokov & Milan Kundera is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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