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Following his acclaimed life of Dickens, Robert Douglas-Fairhurst illuminates the tangled history of two
lives and two books. Drawing on numerous unpublished sources, he examines in detail the peculiar
friendship between the Oxford mathematician Charles Dodgson (Lewis Carroll) and Alice Liddell, the child
for whom he invented the Alice stories, and analyzes how this relationship stirred Carroll’s imagination and
influenced the creation of Wonderland. It also explains why Alice in Wonderland (1865) and its sequel,
Through the Looking-Glass (1871), took on an unstoppable cultural momentum in the Victorian era and why,
a century and a half later, they continue to enthrall and delight readers of all ages.

The Story of Alice reveals Carroll as both an innovator and a stodgy traditionalist, entrenched in habits and
routines. He had a keen double interest in keeping things moving and keeping them just as they are. (In
Looking-Glass Land, Alice must run faster and faster just to stay in one place.) Tracing the development of
the Alice books from their inception in 1862 to Liddell’s death in 1934, Douglas-Fairhurst also provides a
keyhole through which to observe a larger, shifting cultural landscape: the birth of photography, changing
definitions of childhood, murky questions about sex and sexuality, and the relationship between Carroll’s
books and other works of Victorian literature.

In the stormy transition from the Victorian to the modern era, Douglas-Fairhurst shows, Wonderland became
a sheltered world apart, where the line between the actual and the possible was continually blurred.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

George Clark:

The book The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland to get
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a publication
The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lori McDonald:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Story
of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

The publication untitled The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland is the e-
book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret
History of Wonderland from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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