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From the bestselling author of Assassination Vacation and The Partly Cloudy Patriot, an insightful and
unconventional account of George Washington’s trusted officer and friend, that swashbuckling
teenage French aristocrat the Marquis de Lafayette.  

Chronicling General Lafayette’s years in Washington’s army, Vowell reflects on the ideals of the American
Revolution versus the reality of the Revolutionary War.  Riding shotgun with Lafayette, Vowell swerves
from the high-minded debates of Independence Hall to the frozen wasteland of Valley Forge, from bloody
battlefields to the Palace of Versailles, bumping into John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Lord Cornwallis,
Benjamin Franklin, Marie Antoinette and various kings, Quakers and redcoats along the way. 
 
Drawn to the patriots’ war out of a lust for glory, Enlightenment ideas and the traditional French hatred for
the British, young Lafayette crossed the Atlantic expecting to join forces with an undivided people,
encountering instead fault lines between the Continental Congress and the Continental Army, rebel and
loyalist inhabitants, and a conspiracy to fire George Washington, the one man holding together the rickety,
seemingly doomed patriot cause.  
 
While Vowell’s yarn is full of the bickering and infighting that marks the American past—and present—her
telling of the Revolution is just as much a story of friendship: between Washington and Lafayette, between
the Americans and their French allies and, most of all between Lafayette and the American
people.  Coinciding with one of the most contentious presidential elections in American history, Vowell
lingers over the elderly Lafayette’s sentimental return tour of America in 1824, when three fourths of the
population of New York City turned out to welcome him ashore.  As a Frenchman and the last surviving
general of the Continental Army, Lafayette belonged to neither North nor South, to no political party or
faction.  He was a walking, talking reminder of the sacrifices and bravery of the revolutionary generation and
what the founders hoped this country could be. His return was not just a reunion with his beloved Americans
it was a reunion for Americans with their own astonishing, singular past.
 
Vowell’s narrative look at our somewhat united states is humorous, irreverent and wholly original.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robbins:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Lafayette in the Somewhat
United States is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jacob Hill:

Typically the book Lafayette in the Somewhat United States has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after perusing this book.

Solange Smith:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Lafayette in the Somewhat United States your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
previous to. The Lafayette in the Somewhat United States giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Elizabeth Daugherty:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be read. Lafayette
in the Somewhat United States can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those
short time problems.
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