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From acclaimed biographer and cultural historian, author of Balthus and Patron Saints—the first full-scale
life of le Corbusier, one of the most influential, admired, and maligned architects of the twentieth century,
heralded is a prophet in his lifetime, revered as a god after his death.

He was a leader of the modernist movement that sought to create better living conditions and a better society
through housing concepts. He predicted the city of the future with its large, white apartment buildings in
parklike settings—a move away from the turn-of-the-century industrial city, which he saw as too fussy and
suffocating and believed should be torn down, including most of Paris. Irascible and caustic, tender and
enthusiastic, more than a mercurial innovator, Le Corbusier was considered to be the very conscience of
modern architecture.

In this first biography of the man, Nicholas Fox Weber writes about Le Corbusier the precise, mathematical,
practical-minded artist whose idealism—vibrant, poetic, imaginative; discipline; and sensualism were
reflected in his iconic designs and pioneering theories of architecture and urban planning.

Weber writes about Le Corbusier’s training; his coming to live and work in Paris; the ties he formed with
Nehru . . . Brassaï . . . Malraux (he championed Le Corbusier’s work and commissioned a major new
museum for art to be built on the outskirts of Paris) . . . Einstein . . . Matisse . . . the Steins . . . Picasso . . .
Walter Gropius, and others.

We see how Le Corbusier, who appreciated goverments only for the possibility of obtaining architectural
commissions, was drawn to the new Soviet Union and extolled the merits of communism (he never joined
the party); and in 1928, as the possible architect of a major new building, went to Moscow, where he was
hailed by Trotsky and was received at the Kremlin. Le Corbusier praised the ideas of Mussolini and worked
for two years under the Vichy government, hoping to oversee new construction and urbanism throughout
France. Le Corbusier believed that Hitler and Vichy rule would bring about “a marvelous transformation of
society,” then renounced the doomed regime and went to work for Charles de Gaulle and his provisional
government.

Weber writes about Le Corbusier’s fraught relationships with women (he remained celibate until the age of
twenty-four and then often went to prostitutes); about his twenty-seven-year-long marriage to a woman who
had no interest in architecture and forbade it being discussed at the dinner table; about his numerous love
affairs during his marriage, including his shipboard romance with the twenty-three-year-old Josephine Baker,
already a legend in Paris, whom he saw as a “pure and guileless soul.” She saw him as “irresistibly funny.”
“What a shame you’re an architect!” she wrote. “You’d have made such a good partner!”

A brilliant revelation of this single-minded, elusive genius, of his extraordinary achivements and the age in
which he lived.
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From reader reviews:

Mindy Marcotte:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need that Le Corbusier: A Life to read.

Helen Woodson:

The knowledge that you get from Le Corbusier: A Life is the more deep you digging the information that
hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Le Corbusier: A Life giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of Le Corbusier: A Life instantly.

Melvin Schroeder:

This Le Corbusier: A Life tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason of this Le Corbusier: A Life can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Le Corbusier: A Life giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

May Davidson:

Beside that Le Corbusier: A Life in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Le Corbusier: A Life because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in
addition to read it from currently!
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