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Viewing the sprawling city of Uxmal or the sweeping Great Plaza at Tikal, one can sense the enormous pride
of the people who conceived and built such places. The grandeur of these Maya cities fascinates all who gaze
upon them, and the totality of the Maya architectural statement—its harmony, cohesiveness, and inspiring
beauty—has rarely been matched.

In this illuminating volume, acclaimed architect Kenneth Treister brings a unique perspective to the physical
remains of the ancient Maya cities.  In the numerous color photos that accompany the text, taken by the
author over many years of travel, we see powerful, compelling examples of harmony and gracefulness
through the ruins and reconstructions of architectural composition.

Though one can only imagine how magnificent these cities appeared during their heyday—brightly painted
and adorned by sculpture and colorful murals—Treister fills in the blanks with his knowledgeable treatment
of construction methods and materials. He discusses the balance of form and function in Maya buildings, and
their integration of art, architecture, and society. He also reveals how Maya structures have influenced
current forms of design and construction, inspiring his own work as well as that of architect Frank Lloyd
Wright.

The Maya seldom destroyed older buildings but built over them in successive layers. Because the existing
structures served as the foundation for new construction, we can literally peel back these layers and trace the
development of Maya building practices. By examining what remains of Maya cities, Treister seeks to
discover how their dynamic society, in a hostile environment and in a relatively short time, was able to
blossom and create such harmonious architectural masterpieces. Informed by a lifetime spent observing how
people interact with their built environments, he also seeks to unlock the secret of the Maya’s mysterious
collapse. He argues that the energy, enterprise, and pride that enabled these people to create such majesty
hold the key to the seeds of their destruction. In their magnificent buildings, Treister finds not only the
mortar that held their civilization together but the competitiveness that was the cause of its ruin as well. His
insights reveal much about Maya architecture and the impact it had on Maya society as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Jackson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Maya Architecture: Temples in
the Sky will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Beulah Scherr:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Maya Architecture: Temples in the Sky as your daily resource
information.

Phillip Hicks:

Maya Architecture: Temples in the Sky can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Maya Architecture: Temples in the
Sky yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial thinking.

Robin Adams:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Maya Architecture: Temples in the Sky is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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