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Universal equality is a treasured political concept in France, but recent anxiety over the country’s Muslim
minority has led to an emphasis on a new form of universalism, one promoting loyalty to the nation at the
expense of all ethnic and religious affiliations. This timely book offers a fresh perspective on the debate by
showing that French equality has not always demanded an erasure of differences. Through close and
contextualized readings of the way that major novelists, philosophers, filmmakers, and political figures have
struggled with the question of integrating Jews into French society, Maurice Samuels draws lessons about
how the French have often understood the universal in relation to the particular.

Samuels demonstrates that Jewish difference has always been essential to the elaboration of French
universalism, whether as its foil or as proof of its reach. He traces the development of this discourse through
key moments in French history, from debates over granting Jews civil rights during the Revolution, through
the Dreyfus Affair and Vichy, and up to the rise of a “new antisemitism” in recent years. By recovering the
forgotten history of a more open, pluralistic form of French universalism, Samuels points toward new ways
of moving beyond current ethnic and religious dilemmas and argues for a more inclusive view of what
constitutes political discourse in France.
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From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Right to Difference: French Universalism and the Jews. Try to
face the book The Right to Difference: French Universalism and the Jews as your friend. It means that it can
to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Richard Vazquez:

The guide with title The Right to Difference: French Universalism and the Jews contains a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Ines Patterson:

Why? Because this The Right to Difference: French Universalism and the Jews is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Pete Dominguez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. The Right to Difference: French Universalism and the Jews can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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