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This new English translation of St. Thomas Aquinas’s Treatise on Law, found in Questions 90–108 of the
First Part of the Second Part of the Summa Theologiae, is the only free-standing English translation of the
entire Treatise, which includes both a general account of law (Questions 90–92) and also specific treatments
of what St. Thomas identifies as the five kinds of law: the eternal law (Question 93), the natural law
(Question 94), human law (Questions 95–97), the Old Law (Questions 98–105), and the New Law
(Questions 106–108).

According to St. Thomas, law, far from supplanting virtue as a basic principle of action, serves as an
independent principle of action that complements virtue and is itself capable of being factored into practical
deliberation. The reason is that all of God’s precepts, prohibitions, and punishments are aimed at promoting
the good of the whole universe and, more particularly, the good for human beings, both individually and
within the various forms of social life. Because of this, law serves as both a restraint on bad actions and a
spur to good action, i.e., a restraint on actions that take us away from virtue and genuine human flourishing
and a spur to actions that promote virtue and flourishing.

There are many benefits of having the whole treatise rather than just the first few questions, as has been the
standard practice in previous editions of the Treatise on Law. To mention just a few of these benefits, the
question on the moral precepts of the Old Law (question 100) helps to illuminate in many different ways the
earlier questions on natural law and human law (questions 94–97). Again, the questions on the ceremonial
and judicial precepts of the Old Law (questions 101–105) demon-strate in depth the symbiotic relationship
that St. Thomas takes to obtain between the Old Testament and the New Testament. The questions on the
New Law provide an introduction to the Christian way of life that will be described in incomparable detail in
the Second Part of the Second Part, the bulk of which is structured around the treatment of the three
theological virtues and the four cardinal virtues.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Treatise on
Law: The Complete Text? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Mary Barnett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Treatise on
Law: The Complete Text the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Treatise
on Law: The Complete Text giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jerald Higgins:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Treatise on Law: The Complete Text was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Treatise on Law: The Complete Text has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading in which.

Shirley Nichols:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Treatise on Law: The Complete Text can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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