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What did the Romans know about their world? Quite a lot, as Daryn Lehoux makes clear in this fascinating
and much-needed contribution to the history and philosophy of ancient science. Lehoux contends that even
though many of the Romans’ views about the natural world have no place in modern science—the umbrella-
footed monsters and dog-headed people that roamed the earth and the stars that foretold human
destinies—their claims turn out not to be so radically different from our own.
 
Lehoux draws upon a wide range of sources from what is unquestionably the most prolific period of ancient
science, from the first century BC to the second century AD. He begins with Cicero’s theologico-
philosophical trilogy On the Nature of the Gods, On Divination, and On Fate, illustrating how Cicero’s
engagement with nature is closely related to his concerns in politics, religion, and law. Lehoux then guides
readers through highly technical works by Galen and Ptolemy, as well as the more philosophically oriented
physics and cosmologies of Lucretius, Plutarch, and Seneca, all the while exploring the complex
interrelationships between the objects of scientific inquiry and the norms, processes, and structures of that
inquiry. This includes not only the tools and methods the Romans used to investigate nature, but also the
Romans’ cultural, intellectual, political, and religious perspectives. Lehoux concludes by sketching a
methodology that uses the historical material he has carefully explained to directly engage the philosophical
questions of incommensurability, realism, and relativism.
 
By situating Roman arguments about the natural world in their larger philosophical, political, and rhetorical
contexts, What Did the Romans Know? demonstrates that the Romans had sophisticated and novel
approaches to nature, approaches that were empirically rigorous, philosophically rich, and epistemologically
complex.     
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From reader reviews:

Terry Hayes:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible What Did the
Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Kathryn Cannon:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the What Did the
Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Gale Kizer:

This What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking tend to be reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this What Did the Romans Know?:
An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking can be one of several great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that probably will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into
Science and Worldmaking forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

David Otten:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting What Did the Romans
Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry



into Science and Worldmaking become your personal starter.
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