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The rise and fall of media tycoon Conrad Black and his journalist wife, Barbara Amiel, is one of the great
stories of the modern business world. In Outrageous Fortune, London-based journalist Tom Bower reveals
how Conrad and Lady Black used other people's money to finance a billionaire's lifestyle, winning friends
and influence in London and New York along the way. Their story of overweening ambition and greed is a
modern-day classic of hubris.

Born into considerable wealth in Canada, Conrad Black bought and sold (but never effectively managed)
several businesses, from mining and tractors to broadcasting companies and newspapers. In 1985 Black's
holding com-pany, Hollinger, bought the Telegraph Group, the British newspaper publishing conglomerate.
In the years that followed, Black additionally became the proprietor of the Chicago Sun-Times, the
Jerusalem Post, and a host of other magazines and newspapers in the English-speaking world.

In 1992 Conrad married Barbara Amiel, who later famously said, "I have an extravagance that knows no
bounds." Besotted by his wife, he began living way beyond his means. Fabulous parties, jewelry, clothes,
and multiple mansions followed, and by 2001 Black had renounced his Canadian citizenship—which he
called "an impediment to my progress in another more amenable jurisdiction"—in order to become a life
peer in the British House of Lords.

But the scheming deceptive duo's lies came crashing down when, in November 2003, an American report
accused Black of "outright fraud," "ethical corruption," and "corporate kleptocracy." Black was forced out as
Hollinger's chief executive, and two years later he was charged with eight counts of fraud—allegations that
he will vigorously deny at his trial in Chicago, beginning in March of 2007.

Based on hundreds of interviews with bankers, politicians, journalists, mega-deal makers, and close friends
of Conrad and Lady Black, Outrageous Fortune is packed with lively anecdotes and salacious gossip. It is a
hugely enter-taining and engrossing account of gullibility in high places.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Finley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Outrageous Fortune: The Rise and Ruin of Conrad and Lady
Black. Try to face the book Outrageous Fortune: The Rise and Ruin of Conrad and Lady Black as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Effie Morris:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Outrageous Fortune: The Rise and Ruin of
Conrad and Lady Black will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with
you?

Ernie Fleishman:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Outrageous Fortune: The Rise and Ruin of Conrad and Lady Black this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Shameka Smith:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Outrageous Fortune: The Rise and
Ruin of Conrad and Lady Black which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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