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Dating from the early decades of the third century C.E., the Ainkurunuru is believed to be the world's earliest
anthology of classical Tamil love poetry. Commissioned by a Cera-dynasty king and composed by five
masterful poets, the anthology illustrates the five landscapes of reciprocal love: jealous quarreling, anxious
waiting and lamentation, clandestine love before marriage, elopement and love in separation, and patient
waiting after marriage.

Despite its centrality to literary and intellectual traditions, the Ainkurunuru remains relatively unknown
beyond specialists. Martha Ann Selby, well-known translator of classical Indian poetry and literature, takes
the bold step of opening this anthology to all readers, presenting crystalline translations of 500 poems dense
with natural imagery and early examples of South Indian culture. Because of their form's short length, the
anthology's five authors rely on double entendre and sophisticated techniques of suggestion, giving their
poems an almost haikulike feel. Groups of verse center on one unique figure, in some cases an object or an
animal, in others a line of direct address or a specific conversation or situation. Selby introduces each section
with a biographical sketch of the poet and the conventions at work within the landscape. She then
incorporates notes explaining shifting contexts.

Excerpt:

He has gone off all by himselfbeyond the wasteswhere tigers used to prowland the toothbrush trees grow
tall,their trunks parched,on the flinty mountains,

while the lovely folds of your loins, wide as a chariot's seat, vanish as your circlet worked from gold grows
far too large for you.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

The reserve untitled Tamil Love Poetry: The Five Hundred Short Poems of the Ainkurunuru (Translations
from the Asian Classics) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Tamil
Love Poetry: The Five Hundred Short Poems of the Ainkurunuru (Translations from the Asian Classics)
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Mike Munguia:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Tamil Love Poetry: The Five Hundred
Short Poems of the Ainkurunuru (Translations from the Asian Classics) guide written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still question Tamil Love Poetry: The Five Hundred Short Poems of the Ainkurunuru (Translations
from the Asian Classics) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book
that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Michael Berube:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Tamil Love Poetry: The Five Hundred Short
Poems of the Ainkurunuru (Translations from the Asian Classics) is simple bringing you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Brown:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is known as of book Tamil Love Poetry: The Five Hundred Short Poems of the Ainkurunuru (Translations
from the Asian Classics). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve.
It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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