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For much of the twentieth century, Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) officials recognized that
the US-Mexico border region was different. Here, they confronted a set of political, social, and
environmental obstacles that prevented them from replicating their achievements on Angel Island and Ellis
Island, the most restrictive immigration stations in the nation. In response to these challenges, local INS
officials resorted to the law, nullifying, modifying, and creating the nation's immigration laws and policies
for the borderlands.

In The INS on the Line, S. Deborah Kang traces the ways in which the INS on the US-Mexico border made
and remade the nation's immigration laws over the course of the twentieth century. Through a nuanced
examination of the agency's legal innovations in the Southwest, Kang demonstrates that the agency defined
itself not only as a law enforcement unit but also as a lawmaking body. In this role, the INS responded to the
interests of local residents, businesses, politicians, and social organizations on both sides of the US-Mexico
border as well as policymakers in Washington, DC. Given the sheer variety of local and federal demands,
local immigration officials constructed a complex approach to border control, an approach that closed the
line in the name of nativism and national security, opened it for the benefit of transnational economic and
social concerns, and redefined it as a vast legal jurisdiction for the policing of undocumented immigrants.

The composite approach to border control developed by the INS continues to inform the daily operations of
the nation's immigration agencies, American immigration law and policy, and conceptions of the US-Mexico
border today.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Williams:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The INS on the Line: Making Immigration Law
on the US-Mexico Border, 1917-1954 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Linda Mays:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The INS on the Line: Making Immigration Law
on the US-Mexico Border, 1917-1954 book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Mary Parker:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day
to reading a e-book. The book The INS on the Line: Making Immigration Law on the US-Mexico Border,
1917-1954 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Ann Goddard:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One
of several books in the top collection in your reading list is The INS on the Line: Making Immigration Law
on the US-Mexico Border, 1917-1954. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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