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“There is no world of thought that is not a world of language,” Walter Benjamin remarked, “and one only
sees in the world what is preconditioned by language.” In this book, Samuel Weber, a leading theorist on
literature and media, reveals a new and productive aspect of Benjamin’s thought by focusing on a little-
discussed stylistic trait in his formulation of concepts.

Weber’s focus is the critical suffix “-ability” that Benjamin so tellingly deploys in his work. The “-ability”
(-barkeit, in German) of concepts and literary forms traverses the whole of Benjamin’s oeuvre, from
“impartibility” and “criticizability” through the well-known formulations of “citability,” “translatability,”
and, most famously, the “reproducibility” of “The Work of Art in the Age of Its Technological
Reproducibility.” Nouns formed with this suffix, Weber points out, refer to a possibility or potentiality, to a
capacity rather than an existing reality. This insight allows for a consistent and enlightening reading of
Benjamin’s writings.

Weber first situates Benjamin’s engagement with the “-ability” of various concepts in the context of his
entire corpus and in relation to the philosophical tradition, from Kant to Derrida. Subsequent chapters deepen
the implications of the use of this suffix in a wide variety of contexts, including Benjamin’s Trauerspiel
book, his relation to Carl Schmitt, and a reading of Wagner’s Ring. The result is an illuminating perspective
on Benjamin’s thought by way of his language—and one of the most penetrating and comprehensive
accounts of Benjamin’s work ever written.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Miller:

The book Benjamin's -abilities can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Benjamin's -abilities? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Benjamin's -abilities has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dorothy Bernstein:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Benjamin's -abilities book as
beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Leroy Raymond:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Benjamin's -abilities book because book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you may already know.

Rebecca Bonnett:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Benjamin's -abilities was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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