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Gripping narrative nonfiction that tells the dramatic story of a remarkable young Texan pianist, Van Cliburn,
who played his way through the wall of fear built by the Cold War, won the hearts of the American and
Russian people, and eased tensions between two superpowers on the brink of nuclear war.

In 1958, an unheralded twenty-three-year-old piano prodigy from Texas named Van Cliburn traveled to
Moscow to compete in the First International Tchaikovsky Competition. The Soviets had no intention of
bestowing their coveted prize on an unknown American; a Russian pianist had already been chosen to win.
Yet when the gangly Texan with the shy grin took the stage and began to play, he instantly captivated an
entire nation.

The Soviet people were charmed by Van Cliburn’s extraordinary talent, passion, and fresh-faced innocence,
but it was his palpable love for the music that earned their devotion; for many, he played more like a Russian
than their own musicians. As enraptured crowds mobbed Cliburn’s performances, pressure mounted to award
him the competition prize. "Is he the best?" Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev demanded of the judges. "In
that case . . . give him the prize!"

Adored by millions in the USSR, Cliburn returned to a thunderous hero’s welcome in the USA and became,
for a time, an ambassador of hope for two dangerously hostile superpowers. In this thrilling, impeccably
researched account, Nigel Cliff recreates the drama and tension of the Cold War era, and brings into focus
the gifted musician and deeply compelling figure whose music would temporarily bridge the divide between
two dangerously hostile powers.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Blanco:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One Man and
His Piano Transformed the Cold War can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Patricia Miller:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One Man and His
Piano Transformed the Cold War it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book has high quality.

Shirley Williams:

This Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One Man and His Piano Transformed the Cold War is
great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great
plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One
Man and His Piano Transformed the Cold War in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this
guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Steven Evans:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Moscow Nights: The Van Cliburn Story-How One Man and His Piano
Transformed the Cold War was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge



about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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