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Should a temple be seen as a work of art, its carvers as artists, its worshipers as art critics and patrons? What
is a temple (and its art) to the people who make and use it? Noted anthropologist Hildred Geertz attempts to
answer these and other questions in this unique look at transformations in material culture and social
relations over time in a village temple in Bali. Throughout Geertz offers insightful glimpses into what the
statues, structures, and designs of Pura Désa Batuan convey to those who worship there, deepening our
understanding of how a village community evaluates workmanship and imagery.

Following an introduction to the temple and villagers of Batuan, Geertz explores the problematics of the
Western concept of "art" as a guiding framework in research. She goes on to outline the many different kinds
of work?ideational as well as physical?undertaken in connection with the temple and the social institutions
that enable, constrain, and motivate their creation. Finally, the "art-works" themselves are presented, set
within the intricate sociocultural contexts of their making. Using the history of Batuan as the main
framework for discussing each piece, Geertz looks at the carvings from the perspective of their makers, each
generation occupying a different social situation. She confronts concepts such as "aesthetics,"
"representation," "sacredness," and "universality" and the dilemmas they create in field research and
ethnographic writing. Recent temple carvings from the tumultuous and complex period that followed the
expulsion of the Dutch and the increasing globalization and commercialization of Balinese society
demonstrate yet again that any anthropology of art must also be historical.
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From reader reviews:

Rudy Nixon:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Life of a
Balinese Temple: Artistry, Imagination, and History in a Peasant Village? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Herman Hernandez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Life of a Balinese Temple:
Artistry, Imagination, and History in a Peasant Village book as beginning and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Earl Parker:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be examine. The Life of a Balinese Temple: Artistry, Imagination, and History
in a Peasant Village can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time
problems.

Allison Lyon:

The book untitled The Life of a Balinese Temple: Artistry, Imagination, and History in a Peasant Village
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice read.
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