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In The Woman Who Laughed at God, bestselling author Jonathan Kirsch takes us on a lively and at times
controversial journey through Jewish history that offers answers to the complex and difficult question: "Who
is a Jew?" Today, Jewish peoples are divided by differences of faith, practice, and political antagonism. For
every accepted tradition in Jewish faith there are countertraditions with their roots going back to ancient
times. Kirsch's illuminating work reveals that—even in ancient times—Judaism was never a single faith.

Emblematic of the varieties of Jewish expression is the biblical tale of Sarah, the pious matriarch who
laughed at God when He promised her a child in advanced old age. The Torah itself confirms that Judaism
has a place even for someone as lighthearted and irreverent as Sarah, and for the many other men and women
whose stories are told in The Woman Who Laughed at God. We also encounter the Maccabee freedom
fighters who closed the Bible and picked up a sword; dervishlike ecstatics who claimed to enjoy direct
communication with God even after they had been excommunicated by a distrustful rabbinate; and
courageous pioneers for whom a "kosher pig" was any pig fortunate enough to be raised in a kibbutz and
slaughtered to feed hungry kibbutzniks. With drama and narrative verve, Kirsch explores the mysticism and
magic that have informed a bookish faith.

Jews across the spectrum and anyone who loved Thomas Cahill's The Gifts of the Jews will be fascinated and
inspired by this celebration of the Jewish faith, rich in untold stories and revelatory interpretations.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Wakefield:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Woman Who Laughed at God:
The Untold History of the Jewish People is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mike Gray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Woman Who Laughed at God: The
Untold History of the Jewish People reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation
The Woman Who Laughed at God: The Untold History of the Jewish People as good book but not only by
the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Marcia Marshall:

This The Woman Who Laughed at God: The Untold History of the Jewish People is great reserve for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can say
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Woman Who Laughed at God: The Untold History of the Jewish People in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Patricia Meyer:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Woman Who Laughed at God: The Untold
History of the Jewish People can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book
you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Woman Who



Laughed at God: The Untold History of the Jewish People.
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