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Although elected to the prestigious French Academy in 1990, Michel Serres has long been considered a
maverick--a provocative thinker whose prolific writings on culture, science and philosophy have often
baffled more than they have enlightened. In these five lively interviews with sociologist Bruno Latour, this
increasingly important cultural figure sheds light on the ideas that inspire his highly original, challenging,
and transdisciplinary essays.
 
Serres begins by discussing the intellectual context and historical events-- including the impact of World
War II and Hiroshima, which for him marked the beginning of science's ascendancy over the humanities--
that shaped his own philosophical outlook and led him to his lifelong mission of bringing together the texts
of the humanities and the conceptual revolutions of modern science. He then confronts the major difficulties
encountered by his readers: his methodology, his mathematician's fondness for "shortcuts" in argument, and
his criteria for juxtaposing disparate elements from different epochs and cultures in extraordinary
combinations. Finally, he discusses his ethic for the modern age--a time when scientific advances have
replaced the natural necessities of disease and disaster with humankind's frightening new responsibility for
vital things formerly beyond its control.
 
In the course of these conversations Serres revisits and illuminates many of his themes: the chaotic nature of
knowledge, the need for connections between science and the humanities, the futility of traditional criticism,
and what he calls his "philosophy of prepositions"--an argument for considering prepositions, rather than the
conventionally emphasized verbs and substantives, as the linguistic keys to understanding human
interactions. For readers familiar with Serres's works as well as for the uninitiated, Conversations on a Life
in Philosophy provides fascinating insights into the mind of this appealing, innovative and ardent thinker.
 
Michel Serres has taught at Clermont-Ferrand, at the University of Paris VIII (Vincennes) and at the
Sorbonne. He has served as visiting professor at Johns Hopkins University and has been on the faculty of
Stanford University since 1984. Bruno Latour, a philosopher and anthropologist, is Professor of Sociology,
L'Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Mines in Paris. He has written several books and numerous articles on the
ties between the sciences and the rest of culture and society.
 
Roxanne Lapidus is Managing Editor of SubStance: A Review of Theory and Literary Criticism.
Conversations on a Life in Philosophy was originally published in France as Eclaircissements.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Rutledge:

This Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time: Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature
and Science) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time: Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies
in Literature and Science) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time: Michel Serres with
Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Shawn Midkiff:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time: Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in
Literature and Science), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Sandra Castillo:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Conversations on Science, Culture, and
Time: Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) is simple to create you can read it
in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Michael Hollinger:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time:
Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) to make your own reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you



to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the guide Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time:
Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) can to be your new friend when you're
feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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