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The story of Jamie Bérubé’s journey to adulthood and a meditation on disability in American life

Published in 1996, Life as We Know It introduced Jamie Bérubé to the world as a sweet, bright, gregarious
little boy who loves the Beatles, pizza, and making lists. When he is asked in his preschool class what he
would like to be when he grows up, he responds with one word: big. At four, he is like many kids his age,
but his Down syndrome prevents most people from seeing him as anything but disabled.

Twenty years later, Jamie is no longer little, though he still jams to the Beatles, eats pizza, and makes endless
lists of everything—from the sixty-seven counties of Pennsylvania (in alphabetical order, from memory) to
the various opponents of the wrestler known as the Undertaker.

In Life as Jamie Knows It, Michael Bérubé chronicles his son’s journey to adulthood and his growing
curiosity and engagement with the world. Writing as both a disability studies scholar and a father, he follows
Jamie through his social and academic experiences in school, his evolving relationships with his parents and
brother, Nick, his encounters with illness, and the complexities of entering the workforce with a disability.
As Jamie matures, his parents acknowledge his entitlement to a personal sense of independence, whether that
means riding the bus home from work on his own, taking himself to a Yankees game, or deciding which
parts of his story are solely his to share.

With a combination of stirring memoir and sharp intellectual inquiry, Bérubé tangles with bioethicists,
politicians, philosophers, and anyone else who sees disability as an impediment to a life worth living. Far
more than the story of an exceptional child growing up to be “big,” Life as Jamie Knows It challenges us to
rethink how we approach disability and is a passionate call for moving toward a more just, more inclusive
society.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Dulac:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Life as Jamie
Knows It: An Exceptional Child Grows Up suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Life as Jamie Knows It: An Exceptional Child Grows Upis one of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Typically the book Life as Jamie Knows It: An Exceptional Child Grows Up will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Life as Jamie Knows It: An Exceptional Child
Grows Up is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Kim Marshall:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Life as Jamie Knows It: An Exceptional Child
Grows Up can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Life as Jamie Knows It: An
Exceptional Child Grows Up.

Andrew McConnell:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Life as Jamie Knows It: An Exceptional Child Grows Up
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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