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In the seventh year of the Second Peloponnesian or 'Archidamian' War the Athenians occupied the
promontory of Pylos on the west coast of the Peloponnese as a counterstroke to Sparta's repeated invasions
of Attica. Over two days of fighting the small garrison beat off the Spartan army and fleet's determined
efforts to dislodge it, and then the returning Athenian fleet won a crushing victory in the nearby waters of
what is now known as Navarino Bay. As a consequence, a contingent of elite Spartan hoplites was stranded
on the island of Sphacteria in the bay just to the south of Pylos for several weeks of inconclusive siege and
blockade operations and an unproductive period of truce. The Athenians had full control of the sea. With the
campaigning season drawing to a close, they finally decided to mount an attack on the island using
unconventional tactics. An amphibious night attack overran the Spartan outpost covering the beaches and
light-armed missile troops landed at daybreak in overwhelming numbers. The Spartans were slowly driven
back to their stronghold at the tip of the island, losing men steadily and never allowed to engage in the hand-
to-hand fighting at which they excelled. They held their final defensive line for a while until, as at
Thermopylae, they found themselves also under attack from the rear. Then, exhausted and out of water, with
their commander dead and his deputy incapacitated by wounds, and a large Spartan army close-by on the
mainland but powerless to help them, the 292 survivors surrendered. This was a huge and surprising blow to
the Spartans' glorious and fearsome reputation, and these prestigious prisoners-of-war served the Athenians
very well as bargaining counters in the diplomatic activity that punctuated the hostilities that continued for
the next four years. The Athenian victory also influenced the future conduct of the war by highlighting the
limitations of the traditional hoplite mindset and tactics, and the battle-winning potential of light-armed
troops, the hoplites' inferiors.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Pearson:

The book untitled Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign) is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC:
Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

David Stephenson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Pylos
and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of
disaster (Campaign) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Robert Marshall:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the
book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Pylos and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign) which is keeping the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Stacia Cobb:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must
know that reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Pylos
and Sphacteria 425 BC: Sparta's island of disaster (Campaign).
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