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In 1961, just as NASA launched its first man into space, a group of women underwent secret testing in the
hopes of becoming America’s first female astronauts. They passed the same battery of tests at the legendary
Lovelace Foundation as did the Mercury 7 astronauts, but they were summarily dismissed by the boys’ club
at NASA and on Capitol Hill. The USSR sent its first woman into space in 1963; the United States did not
follow suit for another twenty years.

For the first time, Martha Ackmann tells the story of the dramatic events surrounding these thirteen
remarkable women, all crackerjack pilots and patriots who sometimes sacrificed jobs and marriages for a
chance to participate in America’s space race against the Soviet Union. In addition to talking extensively to
these women, Ackmann interviewed Chuck Yeager, John Glenn, Scott Carpenter, and others at NASA and in
the White House with firsthand knowledge of the program, and includes here never-before-seen photographs
of the Mercury 13 passing their Lovelace tests.

Despite the crushing disappointment of watching their dreams being derailed, the Mercury 13 went on to
extraordinary achievement in their lives: Jerrie Cobb, who began flying when she was so small she had to sit
on pillows to see out of the cockpit, dedicated her life to flying solo missions to the Amazon rain forest;
Wally Funk, who talked her way into the Lovelace trials, went on to become one of the first female FAA
investigators; Janey Hart, mother of eight and, at age forty, the oldest astronaut candidate, had the political
savvy to steer the women through congressional hearings and later helped found the National Organization
for Women.

A provocative tribute to these extraordinary women, The Mercury 13 is an unforgettable story of
determination, resilience, and inextinguishable hope.
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From reader reviews:

Latoya Brown:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Mercury 13: The Untold Story of Thirteen American Women and the
Dream of Space Flight book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Mercury 13: The Untold Story of Thirteen American
Women and the Dream of Space Flight content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Mercury 13: The Untold Story of Thirteen American Women and the Dream of
Space Flight is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Wilda Alexander:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Mercury 13: The Untold Story of Thirteen
American Women and the Dream of Space Flight as the daily resource information.

Nathan Strong:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Mercury 13: The Untold Story of Thirteen American Women and the Dream of Space Flight, it is
possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a reserve.

Deanna Thompson:

This The Mercury 13: The Untold Story of Thirteen American Women and the Dream of Space Flight is
brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this The Mercury 13: The Untold Story of Thirteen American Women and the



Dream of Space Flight can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better
life and also knowledge.
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