
The Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns, and
Fairies (New York Review Books (Hardcover))

Robert Kirk

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1590171772
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1590171772
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1590171772


The Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns, and Fairies
(New York Review Books (Hardcover))

Robert Kirk

The Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns, and Fairies (New York Review Books (Hardcover))
Robert Kirk
Late in the seventeenth century, Robert Kirk, an Episcopalian minister in the Scottish Highlands, set out to
collect his parishioners’ many striking stories about elves, fairies, fauns, doppelgangers, wraiths, and other
beings of, in Kirk’s words, “a middle nature betwixt man and angel.” For Kirk these stories constituted
strong evidence for the reality of a supernatural world, existing parallel to ours, which, he passionately
believed demanded exploration as much as the New World across the seas. Kirk defended these views in The
Secret Commonwealth, an essay that was left in manuscript when he died in 1692. It is a rare and fascinating
work, an extraordinary amalgam of science, religion, and folklore, suffused with the spirit of active curiosity
and bemused wonder that fills Robert Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy and the works of Sir Thomas
Browne. The Secret Commonwealth is not only a remarkable document in the history of ideas but a study
of enchantment that enchants in its own right.

First published in 1815 by Sir Walter Scott, then re-edited in 1893 by Andrew Lang, with a dedication to
Robert Louis Stevenson, The Secret Commonwealth has long been difficult to obtain—available, if at all,
only in scholarly editions. This new edition modernizes the spelling and punctuation of Kirk’s little book and
features a wide-ranging and illuminating introduction by the critic and historian Marina Warner, who brings
out the originality of Kirk’s contribution and reflects on the ongoing life of fairies in the modern mind.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Gonzalez:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns, and Fairies (New
York Review Books (Hardcover)). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important a new book The Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns, and Fairies
(New York Review Books (Hardcover)). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Keith Dunn:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns, and
Fairies (New York Review Books (Hardcover)), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Edward Stevenson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns, and Fairies (New York Review Books (Hardcover)) will give you a
new experience in reading a book.

Elizabeth Maez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and The Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns, and
Fairies (New York Review Books (Hardcover)) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Secret Commonwealth: Of Elves, Fauns,



and Fairies (New York Review Books (Hardcover)) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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