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The Bible is one of the world's great literary masterpieces and, increasingly, literary scholars as well as
general readers have enthusiastically joined the ranks of the religious orthodox in reading it. Robert Alter,
who has long been in the vanguard of this movement, reflects on the paradoxes inherent in considering this
great religious work as literature. This book builds on, and in some cases takes issues with, the new wave of
literary and bibilical studies to reexamine the elusive, endlessly fascinating texts that have nourished our
culture for millenia. While most other books, including Alter's own earlier work, have been devoted to an
analysis of the formal poetry and narrative properties of biblical literature, in this book Alter steps back from
the analytical catagories to reflect on the general nature of biblical literature. How is one to account for the
presence of an impulse as playful and as potentially subversive as literary creation in a body of texts so
dedicated to religious purposes? What is the relation between literary imagination and religious values in the
Bible? In what ways is the bible distinctive as a body of literature. Are there lines of continuity between
biblical literature and literature written later and elsewhere? In grappling with these questions, Alter draws
on specific examples to make the theoretical issues concrete and intelligible.
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From reader reviews:

Adela Valenti:

This The World of Biblical Literature book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This The World of
Biblical Literature without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry The World of Biblical Literature can bring whenever you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The World of Biblical Literature having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Lucille Daulton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The World of Biblical
Literature that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you are able to pick The World of Biblical Literature become your personal starter.

Pearlie Wong:

You can find this The World of Biblical Literature by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.

Christine Brooks:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The World of Biblical Literature can make you experience more
interested to read.
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