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A long-forgotten trade and an unheard-of saint are brought to life in this tale of survival by hard work in the
thriving cities of late medieval and early modern northern Italy. Indispensable immigrants recreates the
world of peasants from the Alps and the Apennines who in order to survive came down to the cities of the Po
Valley to work as wine porters. They joined the stream of labourers from the countryside whose willingness
to do the heavy lifting that city dwellers preferred to avoid helped oil the wheels of the urban economy. Their
counterparts of today have travelled greater distances to reach their new social and psychological
environments, but the challenges they encounter are strikingly similar to those the porters faced long ago.
Confronted with unrelenting mockery and disdain as well as low wages, the wine porters gained a measure
of esteem - self-esteem at least - by making one of their own, Alberto of Villa d'Ogna, their patron saint, and
keeping his cult alive for five centuries. During that half millennium, the wine porters and the cult of St
Alberto sustained one another with what they both needed most, namely respect. Even though Alberto met
the traditional, community-based expectations of a saint in the thirteenth century and then the profoundly
different criteria for papal canonization five centuries later, once the wine porters became obsolete, both their
work and his cult faded from memory.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Indispensable Immigrants: The Wine Porters of Northern Italy
and Their Saint, 1200-1800.

Valerie Gray:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Indispensable
Immigrants: The Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 suitable to you? The book was
written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Indispensable Immigrants: The Wine Porters
of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800is the main one of several books this everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Phyllis Wilder:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Indispensable Immigrants: The
Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Matthew Sewell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Indispensable Immigrants: The Wine Porters of
Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Indispensable Immigrants: The Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
which.
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