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What drives politics in dictatorships? Milan W. Svolik argues that all authoritarian regimes must resolve two
fundamental conflicts. First, dictators face threats from the masses over which they rule - this is the problem
of authoritarian control. A second, separate challenge arises from the elites with whom dictators rule - this is
the problem of authoritarian power-sharing. Crucially, whether and how dictators resolve these two problems
is shaped by the dismal environment in which authoritarian politics takes place: in a dictatorship, no
independent authority has the power to enforce agreements among key actors and violence is the ultimate
arbiter of conflict. Using the tools of game theory, Svolik explains why some dictators, such as Saddam
Hussein, establish personal autocracy and stay in power for decades; why leadership changes elsewhere are
regular and institutionalized, as in contemporary China; why some dictatorships are ruled by soldiers, as
Uganda was under Idi Amin; why many authoritarian regimes, such as PRI-era Mexico, maintain regime-
sanctioned political parties; and why a country's authoritarian past casts a long shadow over its prospects for
democracy, as the unfolding events of the Arab Spring reveal. When assessing his arguments, Svolik
complements these and other historical case studies with the statistical analysis of comprehensive, original
data on institutions, leaders, and ruling coalitions across all dictatorships from 1946 to 2008.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Skinner:

The actual book The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Carl Guerra:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Politics of Authoritarian Rule
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
skepticism The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) as good book but
not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book
by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking
at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Lorraine Joyner:

This The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Robert Fox:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book The Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) we can
have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The
Politics of Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics). You can more pleasing than
now.
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