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In this riveting, New York Times-bestselling memoir—first published by Harper in 1967—Svetlana
Alliluyeva, subject of Rosemary Sullivan’s critically acclaimed biography, Stalin’s Daughter, describes the
surreal experience of growing up in the Kremlin in the shadow of her father, Joseph Stalin.

Svetlana Iosifovna Alliluyeva, later known as Lana Peters, was the youngest child and only daughter of
Joseph Stalin and Nadezhda Alliluyeva, his second wife. In 1967, she fled the Soviet Union for India, where
she approached the U.S. Embassy for asylum. Once there, she showed her CIA handler something
remarkable: A personal memoir about growing up inside the Kremlin that she’d written in 1963. The Indian
Ambassador to the USSR, whom she’d befriended, had smuggled the manuscript out of the Soviet Union the
previous year—and returned it to her as soon as she arrived in India.

Structured as a series of letters to a “friend”—Svetlana refused to identify him, but we now know it was her
close friend, Fyodor Volkenstein—this astounding memoir exposes the dark human heart of the Kremlin.
After opening with Stalin’s death, Svetlana returns to her childhood. Each letter adds a new strand to her
remarkable story; some are wistful—romanticized recollections of her early years and her family—while
others are desperate exorcisms of the tragedies that plagued her, such as her mother’s suicide and her father’s
increasing cruelty. It is also in some ways a love letter to Russia, with its ancient heritage and spectacularly
varied geography.

Candid, surprising, and utterly compelling, Twenty Letters to a Friend offers one of the most revealing
portraits of life inside Stalin’s inner circle, and of the notorious dictator himself.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hay:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Twenty Letters to a Friend: A Memoir. Try to face the book
Twenty Letters to a Friend: A Memoir as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Carol Sage:

The book Twenty Letters to a Friend: A Memoir make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Twenty Letters to a Friend: A
Memoir to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a guide
Twenty Letters to a Friend: A Memoir. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

John Dussault:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Twenty Letters to a Friend: A Memoir to read.

Sheila Messina:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Twenty Letters to a Friend: A
Memoir is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.
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