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What can fashionable ideas, blind faith, or pure fantasy possibly have to do with the scientific quest to
understand the universe? Surely, theoretical physicists are immune to mere trends, dogmatic beliefs, or
flights of fancy? In fact, acclaimed physicist and bestselling author Roger Penrose argues that researchers
working at the extreme frontiers of physics are just as susceptible to these forces as anyone else. In this
provocative book, he argues that fashion, faith, and fantasy, while sometimes productive and even essential
in physics, may be leading today's researchers astray in three of the field's most important areas--string
theory, quantum mechanics, and cosmology.

Arguing that string theory has veered away from physical reality by positing six extra hidden dimensions,
Penrose cautions that the fashionable nature of a theory can cloud our judgment of its plausibility. In the case
of quantum mechanics, its stunning success in explaining the atomic universe has led to an uncritical faith
that it must also apply to reasonably massive objects, and Penrose responds by suggesting possible changes
in quantum theory. Turning to cosmology, he argues that most of the current fantastical ideas about the
origins of the universe cannot be true, but that an even wilder reality may lie behind them. Finally, Penrose
describes how fashion, faith, and fantasy have ironically also shaped his own work, from twistor theory, a
possible alternative to string theory that is beginning to acquire a fashionable status, to "conformal cyclic
cosmology," an idea so fantastic that it could be called "conformal crazy cosmology."

The result is an important critique of some of the most significant developments in physics today from one of
its most eminent figures.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Guy:

This Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe tend to be reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the
Universe can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking
at food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rhonda Munoz:

The e-book untitled Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe from the publisher
to make you far more enjoy free time.

John Davis:

The publication with title Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Karen Bright:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe when you desired it?
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