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What are human beings like? How is knowledge possible? What is truth? Where do moral values come
from? Questions like these have stood at the center of Western philosophy for centuries. In addressing them,
philosophers have made certain fundamental assumptions—that we can know our own minds by
introspection, that most of our thinking about the world is literal, and that reason is disembodied and
universal—that are now called into question by well-established results of cognitive science. It has been
shown empirically that:Most thought is unconscious. We have no direct conscious access to the mechanisms
of thought and language. Our ideas go by too quickly and at too deep a level for us to observe them in any
simple way.Abstract concepts are mostly metaphorical. Much of the subject matter of philosopy, such as the
nature of time, morality, causation, the mind, and the self, relies heavily on basic metaphors derived from
bodily experience. What is literal in our reasoning about such concepts is minimal and conceptually
impoverished. All the richness comes from metaphor. For instance, we have two mutually incompatible
metaphors for time, both of which represent it as movement through space: in one it is a flow past us and in
the other a spatial dimension we move along.Mind is embodied. Thought requires a body—not in the trivial
sense that you need a physical brain to think with, but in the profound sense that the very structure of our
thoughts comes from the nature of the body. Nearly all of our unconscious metaphors are based on common
bodily experiences.Most of the central themes of the Western philosophical tradition are called into question
by these findings. The Cartesian person, with a mind wholly separate from the body, does not exist. The
Kantian person, capable of moral action according to the dictates of a universal reason, does not exist. The
phenomenological person, capable of knowing his or her mind entirely through introspection alone, does not
exist. The utilitarian person, the Chomskian person, the poststructuralist person, the computational person,
and the person defined by analytic philosopy all do not exist.Then what does?Lakoff and Johnson show that
a philosopy responsible to the science of mind offers radically new and detailed understandings of what a
person is. After first describing the philosophical stance that must follow from taking cognitive science
seriously, they re-examine the basic concepts of the mind, time, causation, morality, and the self: then they
rethink a host of philosophical traditions, from the classical Greeks through Kantian morality through
modern analytic philosopy. They reveal the metaphorical structure underlying each mode of thought and
show how the metaphysics of each theory flows from its metaphors. Finally, they take on two major issues of
twentieth-century philosopy: how we conceive rationality, and how we conceive language.Philosopy in the
Flesh reveals a radically new understanding of what it means to be human and calls for a thorough rethinking
of the Western philosophical tradition. This is philosopy as it has never been seen before.
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From reader reviews:

James Williams:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Philosophy In The
Flesh: The Embodied Mind And Its Challenge To Western Thought book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Bennett Fox:

Philosophy In The Flesh: The Embodied Mind And Its Challenge To Western Thought can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Philosophy In The Flesh: The Embodied Mind And Its Challenge To Western
Thought however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial pondering.

Ann McLemore:

Beside that Philosophy In The Flesh: The Embodied Mind And Its Challenge To Western Thought in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Philosophy In The Flesh: The Embodied Mind And Its Challenge
To Western Thought because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Theresa Tompkins:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Philosophy In The Flesh: The Embodied Mind And Its Challenge To Western Thought we can
take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life



with this book Philosophy In The Flesh: The Embodied Mind And Its Challenge To Western Thought. You
can more desirable than now.
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