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How do terrorist groups control their members? Do the tools groups use to monitor their operatives and
enforce discipline create security vulnerabilities that governments can exploit? The Terrorist's Dilemma is
the first book to systematically examine the great variation in how terrorist groups are structured. Employing
a broad range of agency theory, historical case studies, and terrorists' own internal documents, Jacob Shapiro
provocatively discusses the core managerial challenges that terrorists face and illustrates how their political
goals interact with the operational environment to push them to organize in particular ways.

Shapiro provides a historically informed explanation for why some groups have little hierarchy, while others
resemble miniature firms, complete with line charts and written disciplinary codes. Looking at groups in
Africa, Asia, Europe, and North America, he highlights how consistent and widespread the terrorist's
dilemma--balancing the desire to maintain control with the need for secrecy--has been since the 1880s.
Through an analysis of more than a hundred terrorist autobiographies he shows how prevalent bureaucracy
has been, and he utilizes a cache of internal documents from al-Qa'ida in Iraq to outline why this deadly
group used so much paperwork to handle its people. Tracing the strategic interaction between terrorist
leaders and their operatives, Shapiro closes with a series of comparative case studies, indicating that the
differences in how groups in the same conflict approach their dilemmas are consistent with an agency theory
perspective.

The Terrorist's Dilemma demonstrates the management constraints inherent to terrorist groups and sheds
light on specific organizational details that can be exploited to more efficiently combat terrorist activity.
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From reader reviews:

Rina Reese:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent Covert
Organizations had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent
Covert Organizations is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together
with the book The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent Covert Organizations. You never truly feel lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Odis Hillyard:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing
Violent Covert Organizations book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Robert Ford:

The book The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent Covert Organizations has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Jamie Wallace:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent Covert Organizations
this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
suited all of you.
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