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Japanese conventions about comedy and laughter are largely unanalyzed. For many students of Japanese
culture and visitors to Japan, Japanese humor seems obscure, incomprehensible, paradoxical, and even
nonexistent. By bringing together scholarly insights and original research by both Japanese and non-Japanese
experts, Jessica Milner Davis bridges the differences between humor in Japan and the West and examines the
entire spectrum of Japanese humor, from ancient traditions and surviving rituals of laughter to norms of
joke-telling in ordinary conversation in Japan and America.

For anyone interested in Japan, Japanese culture, and humor studies, Understanding Humor in Japan is an
important teaching tool. It provides accessible, illustrative examples of humor in both Japanese and English
with explanations of their meaning and cultural significance. Scholarly yet readable, these essays offer
intelligent discussion on such topics as the Japanese delight in wordplay, the comic content of Japanese
newspapers, the role of film and television in developing Japanese stand-up comedy, and formal censorship
and its impact on humorous writing and self-expression in Japan. Understanding Humor in Japan breaks new
ground in the study of humor and sheds light on much that is taken for granted about the role of laughter in
civilized societies.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Ross:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Understanding Humor in
Japan (Humor in Life and Letters Series) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

This book untitled Understanding Humor in Japan (Humor in Life and Letters Series) to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Jack Caldwell:

The book untitled Understanding Humor in Japan (Humor in Life and Letters Series) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author.
The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Maria Green:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Understanding Humor in Japan (Humor
in Life and Letters Series) as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Understanding Humor in Japan (Humor in Life and Letters Series) to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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