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As the Great Depression touched every corner of America, the New Deal promoted indigenous arts and
crafts as a means of bootstrapping Native American peoples. But New Deal administrators' romanticization
of indigenous artists predisposed them to favor pre-industrial forms rather than art that responded to
contemporary markets.

In A New Deal for Native Art, Jennifer McLerran reveals how positioning the native artist as a pre-modern
Other served the goals of New Deal programs—and how this sometimes worked at cross-purposes with
promoting native self-sufficiency. She describes federal policies of the 1930s and early 1940s that sought to
generate an upscale market for Native American arts and crafts. And by unraveling the complex ways in
which commodification was negotiated and the roles that producers, consumers, and New Deal
administrators played in that process, she sheds new light on native art’s commodity status and the artist’s
position as colonial subject.

In this first book to address the ways in which New Deal Indian policy specifically advanced
commodification and colonization, McLerran reviews its multi-pronged effort to improve the market for
Indian art through the Indian Arts and Crafts Board, arts and crafts cooperatives, murals, museum exhibits,
and Civilian Conservation Corps projects. Presenting nationwide case studies that demonstrate transcultural
dynamics of production and reception, she argues for viewing Indian art as a commodity, as part of the
national economy, and as part of national political trends and reform efforts.

McLerran marks the contributions of key individuals, from John Collier and Rene d’Harnoncourt to Navajo
artist Gerald Nailor, whose mural in the Navajo Nation Council House conveyed distinctly different
messages to outsiders and tribal members. Featuring dozens of illustrations, A New Deal for Native Art offers
a new look at the complexities of folk art “revivals” as it opens a new window on the Indian New Deal.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts
and Federal Policy, 1933-1943. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Anthony Tipton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943 it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Ruth Vigue:

A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943 can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing A New Deal for
Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943 yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Virginia Laird:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943
was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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