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The Chinese ideogram chi is far richer in connotation than the equivalent English verb “to eat.” Chi can also
be read as “the mouth that begs for food and words.” A concept manifest in the twentieth-century Chinese
political reality of revolution and massacre, chi suggests a narrative of desire that moves from lack to
satiation and back again. In China such fundamental acts as eating or refusing to eat can carry enormous
symbolic weight. This book examines the twentieth-century Chinese political experience as it is represented
in literature through hunger, cooking, eating, and cannibalizing. At the core of Gang Yue’s argument lies the
premise that the discourse surrounding the most universal of basic human acts—eating—is a culturally
specific one.
Yue’s discussion begins with a brief look at ancient Chinese alimentary writing and then moves on to its
main concern: the exploration and textual analysis of themes of eating in modern Chinese literature from the
May Fourth period through the post-Tiananmen era. The broad historical scope of this volume illustrates
how widely applicable eating-related metaphors can be. For instance, Yue shows how cannibalism
symbolizes old China under European colonization in the writing of Lu Xun. In Mo Yan’s 1992 novel
Liquorland, however, cannibalism becomes the symbol of overindulgent consumerism. Yue considers other
writers as well, such as Shen Congwen, Wang Ruowang, Lu Wenfu, Zhang Zianliang, Ah Cheng, Zheng Yi,
and Liu Zhenyun. A special section devoted to women writers includes a chapter on Xiao Hong, Wang Anyi,
and Li Ang, and another on the Chinese-American women writers Jade Snow Wong, Maxine Hong
Kingston, and Amy Tan. Throughout, the author compares and contrasts the work of these writers with
similarly themed Western literature, weaving a personal and political semiotics of eating.
The Mouth That Begs will interest sinologists, literary critics, anthropologists, cultural studies scholars, and
everyone curious about the semiotics of food.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Mouth That Begs: Hunger, Cannibalism, and the Politics of
Eating in Modern China (Post-Contemporary Interventions). Try to face the book The Mouth That Begs:
Hunger, Cannibalism, and the Politics of Eating in Modern China (Post-Contemporary Interventions) as your
pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

David Long:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Mouth That Begs:
Hunger, Cannibalism, and the Politics of Eating in Modern China (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to read.

Marina Tijerina:

The Mouth That Begs: Hunger, Cannibalism, and the Politics of Eating in Modern China (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Mouth That Begs: Hunger,
Cannibalism, and the Politics of Eating in Modern China (Post-Contemporary Interventions) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Greg Christenson:

This The Mouth That Begs: Hunger, Cannibalism, and the Politics of Eating in Modern China (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information since
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Mouth That Begs: Hunger, Cannibalism, and the
Politics of Eating in Modern China (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be the light food to suit your



needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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