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In 1845 a young man from Dublin who had been, under his own admission, "indulging in intemperance the
week before" walked into the British Museum and headed for Room Ten where the Portland Vase sat on a
pedestal under a thick, glass case. He waited until the attendant, who was responsible for two rooms, had
strolled next door, then he picked up a handy lump of basalt - a fragment of a monument from the ancient
city of Persepolis - and hurled it at the glass case. The vase that had survived nearly 2000 years was smashed
into 200 pieces. Painstakingly reconstructed and now back on display as one of the British Museum's most
treasured objects, the Portland Vase enjoys a fascinating story. It has passed through the hands of a
remarkable cast of characters - rich and poor, titled and plebeian, famous and obscure. Among its owners
were Flaminio Vacca (the tomb robber, cum budding achaeologist), the Princess of Palestrina (the notorious
gambling addict), Sir William Hamilton (the famous cuckold), Josiah Wedgwood (genius of ceramics) and
Horace Walpole (wit and dilettante). The Duchess of Portland dropped it but it didn't break. Robin Brooks
recreates the lengthy travels and the powerful influence of this unique piece of art, which has long been an
inspiration for artists, poets and historians, together with engaging portraits of the eccentric individuals
through whose hands it has passed.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

This book untitled The Mystery of the Portland Vase to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this book from your list.

Donald Taylor:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Mystery of the Portland Vase your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in
a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The The
Mystery of the Portland Vase giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Betty Johnston:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Mystery of the Portland Vase will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Kenneth Armstrong:

This The Mystery of the Portland Vase is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Mystery of the Portland
Vase can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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