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In a manufacturing metropolis in south China lies Dafen, an urban village that famously houses thousands of
workers who paint van Goghs, Da Vincis, Warhols, and other Western masterpieces for the world market,
producing an astonishing five million paintings a year. To write about work and life in Dafen, Winnie Wong
infiltrated this world, first investigating the work of conceptual artists who made projects there; then working
as a dealer; apprenticing as a painter; surveying wholesalers and retailers in Europe, East Asia and North
America; establishing relationships with local leaders; and organizing a conceptual art exhibition for the
Shanghai World Expo. The result is Van Gogh on Demand, a fascinating book about a little-known aspect of
the global art world—one that sheds surprising light on the workings of art, artists, and individual genius.
 
Confronting big questions about the definition of art, the ownership of an image, and the meaning of
originality and imitation, Wong describes an art world in which idealistic migrant workers, lofty propaganda
makers, savvy dealers, and international artists make up a global supply chain of art and creativity. She
examines how Berlin-based conceptual artist Christian Jankowski, who collaborated with Dafen’s painters to
reimagine the Dafen Art Museum, unwittingly appropriated the work of a Hong Kong-based photographer
Michael Wolf. She recounts how Liu Ding, a Beijing-based conceptual artist, asked Dafen “assembly-line”
painters to perform at the Guangzhou Triennial, neatly styling himself into a Dafen boss. Taking the
Shenzhen-based photojournalist Yu Haibo’s award-winning photograph from the Amsterdam's World Press
Photo organization, she finds and meets the Dafen painter pictured in it and traces his paintings back to an
unlikely place in Amsterdam. Through such cases, Wong shows how Dafen’s painters force us to reexamine
our preconceptions about creativity, and the role of Chinese workers in redefining global art.
 
Providing a valuable account of art practices in an ascendant China, Van Gogh on Demand is a rich and
detailed look at the implications of a world that can offer countless copies of everything that has ever been
called “art.”
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
definitely Van Gogh on Demand: China and the Readymade.

Jane Kim:

This Van Gogh on Demand: China and the Readymade is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Van Gogh on Demand:
China and the Readymade can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
along with knowledge.

Bessie Kraft:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book Van Gogh on Demand: China and the Readymade was filled regarding
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Andrew McConnell:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Van Gogh on Demand: China and the Readymade to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside
that the publication Van Gogh on Demand: China and the Readymade can to be your new friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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