
What's Wrong with Democracy? From Athenian
Practice to American Worship

Loren J. Samons II

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0520236602
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0520236602
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0520236602


What's Wrong with Democracy? From Athenian Practice to
American Worship

Loren J. Samons II

What's Wrong with Democracy? From Athenian Practice to American Worship Loren J. Samons II
Fifth-century Athens is praised as the cradle of democracy and sometimes treated as a potential model for
modern political theory or practice. In this daring reassessment of classical Athenian democracy and its
significance for the United States today, Loren J. Samons provides ample justification for our founding
fathers' distrust of democracy, a form of government they scorned precisely because of their familiarity with
classical Athens. How Americans have come to embrace "democracy" in its modern form—and what the
positive and negative effects have been—is an important story for all contemporary citizens.

Confronting head-on many of the beliefs we hold dear but seldom question, Samons examines Athens's
history in the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. in order to test the popular idea that majority rule leads to good
government. Challenging many basic assumptions about the character and success of Athenian democracy,
What's Wrong with Democracy? offers fascinating and accessible discussions of topics including the dangers
of the popular vote, Athens's acquisitive foreign policy, the tendency of the state to overspend, the place of
religion in Athenian society, and more.

Sure to generate controversy, Samons's bold and iconoclastic book finds that democracy has begun to
function like an unacknowledged religion in our culture, immune from criticism and dissent, and he asks that
we remember the Athenian example and begin to question our uncritical worship of democratic values such
as freedom, choice, and diversity.
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From reader reviews:

Wesley Jerkins:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book What's Wrong with Democracy? From Athenian Practice
to American Worship it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Marilyn Vance:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this What's Wrong with Democracy? From
Athenian Practice to American Worship reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
What's Wrong with Democracy? From Athenian Practice to American Worship as good book not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

John Street:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of What's Wrong with Democracy? From Athenian
Practice to American Worship can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book
you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have What's
Wrong with Democracy? From Athenian Practice to American Worship.

Herbert Willams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book What's Wrong with Democracy? From
Athenian Practice to American Worship was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book What's Wrong with Democracy? From Athenian Practice to American Worship has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and



rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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