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Ornaments and icons, symbols of complexity or evil, aesthetically appealing and endlessly useful in
everyday ways, knots are al so the object of mathematical theory, used to unravel ideas about the topological
nature of space. In recent years knot theory has been brought to bear on the study of equations describing
weather systems, mathematical models used in physics, and even, with the realization that DNA sometimes
is knotted, molecular biology.

This book, written by a mathematician known for his own work on knot theory, is aclear, concise, and
engaging introduction to this complicated subject. A guide to the basic ideas and applications of knot theory,
Knots takes us from Lord Kelvin's early--and mistaken--idea of using the knot to model the atom, almost a
century and a half ago, to the central problem confronting knot theorists today: distinguishing among various
knots, classifying them, and finding a straightforward and general way of determining whether two knots--
treated as mathematical objects--are equal.

Communicating the excitement of recent ferment in the field, as well as the joys and frustrations of hisown
work, Alexei Sossinsky reveals how analogy, speculation, coincidence, mistakes, hard work, aesthetics, and
intuition figure far more than plain logic or magical inspiration in the process of discovery. His spirited,
timely, and lavishly illustrated work shows us the pleasure of mathematics for its own sake as well asthe
surprising usefulness of its connections to real-world problems in the sciences. It will instruct and delight the
expert, the amateur, and the curious alike.
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From reader reviews:
Kenny Grant:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,

or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Knots: Mathematics with a Twist can be excellent
book to read. May beit isusually best activity to you.

Lynda Wright:

The particular book Knots: Mathematics with a Twist has alot details on it. So when you check out this book
you can get alot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Valentin Gonzalez:

Beside this particular Knots. Mathematics with a Twist in your phone, it could give you away to get nearer
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven
so don't aways be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have Knots. Mathematics with a Twist because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times
have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Violet Murray:

Isit anindividual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Knots: Mathematics with a
Twist can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending
your time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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