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This first comprehensive history of the social and political aspects of vaccination in the United States tells
the story of how vaccination became a widely accepted public health measure over the course of the
twentieth century. One hundred years ago, just a handful of vaccines existed, and only one, for smallpox,
was widely used. Today more than two dozen vaccines are in use, fourteen of which are universally
recommended for children. State of Immunity examines the strategies that health officials have
used—ranging from advertising and public relations campaigns to laws requiring children to be immunized
before they can attend school—to gain public acceptance of vaccines. Like any medical intervention,
vaccination carries a small risk of adverse reactions. But unlike other procedures, it is performed on healthy
people, most commonly children, and has been mandated by law. Vaccination thus poses unique ethical,
political, and legal questions.

James Colgrove considers how individual liberty should be balanced against the need to protect the common
welfare, how experts should act in the face of incomplete or inconsistent scientific information, and how the
public should be involved in these decisions. A well-researched, intelligent, and balanced look at a timely
topic, this book explores these issues through a vivid historical narrative that offers new insights into the
past, present, and future of vaccination.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Duff:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in
Twentieth-Century America will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Richard Daniels:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a book. The book State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book features high quality.

Marcia Marshall:

The reason? Because this State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Maria Green:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With
the book State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose



the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book State
of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America. You can more inviting than now.
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