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A personal, idiosyncratic history of popular music that also may well be definitive, from the revered
music critic

From the age of song sheets in the late nineteenth-century to the contemporary era of digital streaming, pop
music has been our most influential laboratory for social and aesthetic experimentation, changing the world
three minutes at a time.

In Love for Sale, David Hajdu?one of the most respected critics and music historians of our time?draws on a
lifetime of listening, playing, and writing about music to show how pop has done much more than peddle
fantasies of love and sex to teenagers. From vaudeville singer Eva Tanguay, the “I Don’t Care Girl” who
upended Victorian conceptions of feminine propriety to become one of the biggest stars of her day to the
scandal of Blondie playing disco at CBGB, Hajdu presents an incisive and idiosyncratic history of a form
that has repeatedly upset social and cultural expectations.

Exhaustively researched and rich with fresh insights, Love for Sale is unbound by the usual tropes of pop
music history. Hajdu, for instance, gives a star turn to Bessie Smith and the “blues queens” of the 1920s, who
brought wildly transgressive sexuality to American audience decades before rock and roll. And there is
Jimmie Rodgers, a former blackface minstrel performer, who created country music from the songs of rural
white and blacks . . . entwined with the sound of the Swiss yodel. And then there are today’s practitioners of
Electronic Dance Music, who Hajdu celebrates for carrying the pop revolution to heretofore unimaginable
frontiers. At every turn, Hajdu surprises and challenges readers to think about our most familiar art in
unexpected ways.
Masterly and impassioned, authoritative and at times deeply personal, Love for Sale is a book of critical
history informed by its writer's own unique history as a besotted fan and lifelong student of pop.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

The actual book Love for Sale: Pop Music in America has a lot details on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.

Marie Avis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Love for Sale: Pop Music in America
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Love for Sale: Pop Music in America
as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge
book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Richard Strohm:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Love for Sale: Pop Music in America can be the
reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Georgia Evans:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Love for Sale: Pop Music in America to
make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea
about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it.
Beside that the e-book Love for Sale: Pop Music in America can to be your brand-new friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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