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Essentialism is the idea that certain categories, such as "dog," "man," or "intelligence," have an underlying
reality or true nature that gives objects their identity. Where does this idea come from? In this book, Susan
Gelman argues that essentialism is an early cognitive bias. Young children's concepts reflect a deep
commitment to essentialism, and this commitment leads children to look beyond the obvious in many
converging ways: when learning words, generalizing knowledge to new category members, reasoning about
the insides of things, contemplating the role of nature versus nurture, and constructing causal explanations.
Gelman argues against the standard view of children as concrete or focused on the obvious, instead claiming
that children have an early, powerful tendency to search for hidden, non-obvious features of things. She also
attacks claims that children build up their knowledge of the world based on simple, associative learning
strategies, arguing that children's concepts are embedded in rich folk theories. Parents don't explicitly teach
children to essentialize; instead, during the preschool years, children spontaneously construct concepts and
beliefs that reflect an essentialist bias.

Essentialist accounts have been offered, in one form or another, for thousands of years, extending back at
least to Aristotle and Plato. Yet this book is the first to address the issues surrounding essentialism from a
psychological perspective. Gelman synthesizes over 15 years of empirical research on essentialism into a
unified framework and explores the broader lessons that the research imparts concerning, among other
things, human concepts, children's thinking, and the ways in which language influences thought. This
volume will appeal to developmental, cognitive, and social psychologists, as well as to scholars in cognitive
science and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is usually The Essential Child: Origins of Essentialism in Everyday Thought (Oxford
Series in Cognitive Development).

Anne Hahn:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Essential Child: Origins of Essentialism in
Everyday Thought (Oxford Series in Cognitive Development), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

The Essential Child: Origins of Essentialism in Everyday Thought (Oxford Series in Cognitive
Development) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
delight arrangement in writing The Essential Child: Origins of Essentialism in Everyday Thought (Oxford
Series in Cognitive Development) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Brandy Brobst:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Essential Child: Origins
of Essentialism in Everyday Thought (Oxford Series in Cognitive Development) or perhaps others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to
include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Essential Child:



Origins of Essentialism in Everyday Thought (Oxford Series in Cognitive Development) to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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