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The impulse to write Iter Tolkienensis came from a book by Steve Ponty: Middle-earth in Magic Mirror
Maps of Wales … of the Wilderness in Wales … of the Shire in England (Matador, 2014). The insight of
Ponty’s book is that the maps in The Hobbit are the mirror images of the maps of Wales.

Ponty’s insight prompted me to return to a question that I had raised in my article “The Linguistic Landscape
of Tolkien’s Shire” in A Tolkienian Mathomium (2006), where I equated the real-world Bredon with Bree
Hill of Middle-earth due to both a correlation of meaning and of location. “The suggestion is intriguing,” I
noted, “and certainly begs to be followed up on, but that is another story.”

Iter Tolkienensis is the story that I should have told, but didn’t after my article. It starts in Buckland (near
Evesham), proceeds west (Middle-earth east) to Bredon Hill, and then follows the road into Wales that is
known in its latest incarnation as the M50 and the A40.

The name Iter Tolkienensis is an echo of the book title Iter Britanniarum, an extract of the Roman Roads of
Britain from the Antonine Itinerary, a famous itinerarium, or list of the Roman stations and the distances
between them along the various roads of the Roman Empire.

Though the selection of the route is admittedly arbitrary, it nevertheless offers a good assortment of real-
world place names that can profitably be viewed through a Tolkienian lens, which is a linguistic perspective
that begins with a name or a word, and then looks for its story in the real world with which Tolkien was
familiar.

Iter Tolkienensis will, therefore, look at the meanings and stories of the place names that the route passes
along the way, place names that might be translations or corruptions of those on a map of Middle-earth. Iter
Tolkienensis passes places that could be Minhiriath, and the family estates of the Gamgee-s and Boffin-s; the
Black Country, a rope-walk, and a lookout post; Rivendell, Esgaroth, and Eryn Vorn; before reaching The
Carrock, Dol Guldur, and the Ivy Bush; to name but a few.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Matthews:

Often the book Iter Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to The Ivy
Bush (Carmarthen, Wales) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to
you. The book Iter Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to The Ivy
Bush (Carmarthen, Wales) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kimberly Gonzalez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Iter Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to The Ivy Bush
(Carmarthen, Wales).

Tracy Gardiner:

The reason? Because this Iter Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to
The Ivy Bush (Carmarthen, Wales) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

William Fields:

This Iter Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to The Ivy Bush
(Carmarthen, Wales) is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Iter Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical
Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to The Ivy Bush (Carmarthen, Wales) can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books



acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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