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Since the birth of civilisation, human beings have manipulated other life-forms. We have selectively bred
plants and animals for thousands of years to maximize agricultural production and cater to our tastes in pets.
The observation of the creation of artificial animal and plant variants was a key stimulant for Charles
Darwin's theory of evolution. The ability to directly engineer the genomes of organisms first became possible
in the 1970s, when the gene for human insulin was introduced into bacteria to produce this protein for
diabetics. At the same time, mice were modified to produce human growth hormone, and grew huge as a
result. But these were only our first tottering steps into the possibilities of genetic engineering.

In the past few years, the pace of progress has accelerated enormously. We can now cut and paste genes
using molecular scissors with astonishing ease, and the new technology of genome editing can be applied to
practically any species of plants or animals. 'Mutation chain reaction' can be used to alter the genes of a
population of pests, such as flies; as the modified creatures breed, the mutation is spread through the
population, so that within a few generations the organism is almost completely altered. At the same time,
scientists are also beginning to synthesize new organisms from scratch.

These new technologies hold much promise for improving lives. Genome editing has already been used
clinically to treat AIDS patients, by genetically modifying their white blood cells to be resistant to HIV. In
agriculture, genome editing could be used to engineer species with increased food output, and the ability to
thrive in challenging climates. New bacterial forms may be used to generate energy. But these powerful new
techniques also raise important ethical dilemmas and potential dangers, pressing issues that are already upon
us given the speed of scientific developments. To what extent should parents be able to manipulate the
genetics of their offspring - and would designer babies be limited to the rich? Can we effectively weigh up
the risks from introducing synthetic lifeforms into complex ecosystems? John Parrington explains the nature
and possibilities of these new scientific developments, which could usher in a brave, new world. We must
rapidly come to understand its implications if we are to direct its huge potential to the good of humanity and
the planet.
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From reader reviews:

James Crow:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Redesigning
Life: How genome editing will transform the world is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Joe Hessler:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this Redesigning Life: How genome editing will transform the world.

Ashley Davis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Redesigning Life:
How genome editing will transform the world that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Redesigning Life: How genome editing
will transform the world become your starter.

Arthur Reaves:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Redesigning Life: How
genome editing will transform the world which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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