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At the very beginnings of the Archaic Age, the great singer Orpheus taught a new religion that centered
around the immortality of the human soul and its journey after death. He felt that achieving purity by
avoiding meat and refraining from committing harm further promoted the pursuit of a peaceful life. Elements
of the worship of Dionysus, such as shape-shifting and ritualistic ecstasy, were fused with Orphic beliefs to
produce a powerful and illuminating new religion that found expression in the mystery cults. Practitioners of
this new religion composed a great body of poetry, much of which is translated in The Orphic Hymns.

The hymns presented in this book were anonymously composed somewhere in Asia Minor, most likely in the
middle of the third century AD. At this turbulent time, the Hellenic past was fighting for its survival, while
the new Christian faith was spreading everywhere. The Orphic Hymns thus reflect a pious spirituality in the
form of traditional literary conventions. The hymns themselves are devoted to specific divinities as well as to
cosmic elements. Prefaced with offerings, strings of epithets invoke the various attributes of the divinity and
prayers ask for peace and health to the initiate. Apostolos N. Athanassakis and Benjamin M. Wolkow have
produced an accurate and elegant translation accompanied by rich commentary.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Burnett:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and
Notes book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Michael Berube:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes can be
fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Michael Vines:

The reason? Because this The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Kathy Lloyd:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is The Orphic Hymns: Text, Translation and Notes this e-book consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up.
The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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