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When in June 1923 a bewildered audience in London's Aeolian Hall heard Edith Sitwell declaim her -
Facade- poems through a megaphone, the 21-year-old William Walton - conducting behind a painted
backcloth - stood on the threshold of fame. Throughout the 1920s and 1930s he was regarded as the white
hope of British music, and a succession of works including the Viola Concerto, Belshazzar's Feast and the
First Symphony more than fulfilled that early promise; he was also one of the first serious composers to be
involved in films. Using first-hand accounts, this book explodes the myth of Facade's riotous reception,
examines Walton's work in both films and radio and, through contemporary correspondence, articles and
interviews - wherever possible in his own words - explores Walton's life and troubled times. It brings to the
fore his complex personality - 'remote, removed, distant' in Laurence Olivier's words, in dynamic contrast
with music of such vitality and drama. Composition for him was an arduous, often painful, process riddled
with difficulties, uncertainties and self-doubts, and further complicated by several love affairs (one being
with Italy) that inspired his finest works.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Parker:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed William Walton:
Muse of Fire (Music)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Mary Burnette:

Often the book William Walton: Muse of Fire (Music) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Rosario Jones:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love William Walton: Muse of
Fire (Music), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Doris Snell:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book William Walton: Muse of Fire (Music) was filled about science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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