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"In the sixteenth century, a rise in sexual violence in European society was exacerbated by
pressure from church and state to change basic sexual customs...As the centuries since have
shown escalating levels both of violence, general and sexual, and of state control, the
witchcraze can be considered a portent, even a model, of some aspects of what modern Europe
would be like."

Over three centuries, approximately one hundred thousand persons, most of whom were women, were put to
death under the guise of "witch hunts", particularly in Reformation Europe. The shocking annihilation of
women from all walks of life is explored in this brilliant, authoritative feminist history Anne Llwellyn
Barstow. Barstow exposes an unrecognized holocaust -- the "ethnic cleansing" of independent women in
Reformation Europe -- and examines the residual attitudes that continue to influence our culture.

Barstow argues that it is only with eyes sensitive to gender issues that we can discern what really happened
in the persecution and murder of these women. Her sweeping chronicle examines the scapegoating of women
from the ills of society, investigates how their subjugation to sexual violence and death sent a message of
control to all women, and compares this persecution of women with the enslavement and slaughter of
African slaves and Native Americans.

Ultimately Barstow traces the current backlash against women to its gynophobic torture-filled origins. In the
process, she leaves an indelible mark on our growing understanding of the legacy of violence against women
around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Gant:

The book Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts? A few of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Evelyn Blow:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Witchcraze: A
New History of the European Witch Hunts, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Barbara Simon:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Susan Frame:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Witchcraze: A New
History of the European Witch Hunts.
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