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Throughout the 1960s and 70s, Ivory Coast was touted as an African miracle, a poster child for
modernization and the ways that western aid and multinational corporations would develop the continent. At
the same time, Marxist scholars—most notably Samir Amin—described the capitalist activity in Ivory Coast
as empty, unsustainable, and incapable of bringing real change to the lives of ordinary people. To some
extent, Amin’s criticisms were validated when, in the 1980s, the Ivorian economy collapsed.

In African Miracle, African Mirage, Abou Bamba incorporates economics, political science, and history to
craft a bold, transnational study of the development practices and intersecting colonial cultures that continue
to shape Ivory Coast today. He considers French, American, and Ivorian development discourses in
examining the roles of hydroelectric projects and the sugar, coffee, and cocoa industries in the country’s
boom and bust. In so doing, he brings the agency of Ivorians themselves to the fore in a way not often seen
in histories of development. Ultimately, he concludes that the “maldevelopment” evident by the mid-1970s
had less to do with the Ivory Coast’s “insufficiently modern” citizens than it had to do with the conflicting
missions of French and American interests within the context of an ever-globalizing world.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Johnson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The African Miracle,
African Mirage: Transnational Politics and the Paradox of Modernization in Ivory Coast (New African
Histories) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Mary Christensen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That African Miracle, African Mirage: Transnational Politics and
the Paradox of Modernization in Ivory Coast (New African Histories) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have African Miracle, African Mirage: Transnational Politics
and the Paradox of Modernization in Ivory Coast (New African Histories).

Kenneth Matson:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this African Miracle, African Mirage: Transnational Politics and the Paradox
of Modernization in Ivory Coast (New African Histories) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Irish Watts:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just in search of the African Miracle, African Mirage: Transnational Politics and the Paradox



of Modernization in Ivory Coast (New African Histories) when you desired it?
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