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Throughout its first three centuries, the growing Christian religion was subjected not only to official
persecution but to the attacks of pagan intellectuals, who looked upon the new sect as a band of fanatics bent
on worldwide domination even as they professed to despise the things of this world. Prominent among these
pagan critics was Porphyry of Tyre (ca. 232-ca. 305 C.E.), scholar, philosopher, and student of religions. His
book Against the Christians (Kata Christianon), was condemned to be burned by the imperial Church in 448.
It survives only in fragments preserved by the cleric and teacher Macarius Magnes.

This new translation of the remains of Against the Christians, by renowned biblical scholar R. Joseph
Hoffmann, reveals a work of deft historical and literary criticism. Porphyry's trenchant comments extend to
key figures, beliefs, and doctrines of Christianity as he roundly attacks the divinity of Jesus, the integrity of
the apostles, the Christian concept of God, and the Resurrection. Porphyry dismisses the gospels as the work
of charlatans and Jesus himself as a criminal and failure. In short, the gospels, as a collective account of the
life and deeds of Jesus, are hardly worth the reverence with which an increasing number of Christian
converts of Porphyry's own day have begun treating them.

Critical notes by the translator provide a running commentary to the text. A lively introduction and
comprehensive epilogue describe the "buildup" to the pagan critique of Christianity, and help put Porphyry's
work in historical perspective.

Accessible to the general reader, and a valuable scholarly tool as well, this new translation of Against the
Christians proves a worthy addition to both classical and patristic studies.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hidalgo:

The book Porphyry's Against the Christians make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Porphyry's Against the
Christians being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve
Porphyry's Against the Christians. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Deanna Nance:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Porphyry's Against
the Christians suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Porphyry's Against the Christiansis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Theresa Villarreal:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Porphyry's Against the Christians.

Cathie Moss:

Porphyry's Against the Christians can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get
every word into delight arrangement in writing Porphyry's Against the Christians yet doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it.
This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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